AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A_The-content retrieval device for retrieving content data 
fi'om a server via a communication network, according to claim 1 . wherein the content 
data includes locational information of each of sub-content data which is linked to the 
content data and connection method information indicating a connection method which is 
suitable for each of the sub-content data, said device comprising: 

a_s^[d-browser section is-operable to extract the locational information and the 
connection method information of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received 
content dat a rec e iv e d by said communication control section , and to then generate a 
retrieval request specifying the locational information of the sub-content data to be 
retrieved presently;^ and 

a.said-protocol control section is-operable to select^ prior to a suitabl e conn e ction 
m e thod for reception of the sub-content data^ a suitable connection method for the sub- 
content data specified by said browser section from among a plurality of connection 
methods by using a multi-call function, based on the connection method information 
extracted by said browser section r; and 

a communication control section operable to receive the content data specified by 
said browser section from the server under the connection method selected by said 
protocol control section: 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

3. (Currently Amended) A_¥be-content retrieval device for retrieving content data 
from a server via a communication network, according to claim L wherein the-content 
data includes locational information and a file attribute of each of sub-content data which 
is-linked to the content data, said device comprising: 

said cont e nt r e trieval d e vic e furth e r compri s es a connection information 
management section operable to manage a cormection information table which includes a 
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description of a suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the 
content data, 

a.said-browser section is-operable to extract a set of the locational information and 
the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received content data^ to 
and-hold the set as intemal information, and to then generate a retrieval request 
specifying the locational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved presently;^ 

xxnxx 

a_sai:d-protocol control section is-operable to receive, s e l e ct a suitabl e connoction 
m e thod from among a plurality of connection m e thods by, upon reception of the retrieval 
request generated by said browser section, r e c e iving the file attribute pairing with the 
locational information specified in the retrieval request from said browser section, and to 
select, prior to reception of the content data, then extract the suitable cormection method 
pairing with the file attribute received from said browser section from said connection 
information management sectio n, from among a plurality of connection methods by using 
a multi-call functionir 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

4. (Currently Amended) A,?he-content retrieval device for retrieving content data 
from a server via a communication network, according to claim L wherein locational 
information is allocated to the<:ontent data for indicating a storage location of the content 
data in the server, part of the locational information representing a feature of the content 
data, said device comprising: 

said cont e nt r e trieval d e vic e fuith e r comprises a connection information 
management section operable to manage a connection information table including wteeh 
includ e s a description of a suitable connection method in association v^th the feature of 
the content data, em4 

a browser section operable to generate a retrieval request specifying locational 
information of the content data to be retrieved presently: 

a.said-protocol control section is-operable to receive, s e l e ct a suitabl e connection 
m e thod from among a plurality of connection m e thods by, upon reception of the retrieval 
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request generated by said browser section, a, r e c e iving the suitable connection method 
pairing with the part of the locational information included in the retrieval request from 
said connection information management sectiouT . and to select, prior to reception of the 
content data, a suitable connection method for the content data specified by said browser 
section from among a plurality of connection methods by using a multi-call function 
based on the received suitable connection method from the connection information 
management section: and 

a communication control section operable to receive the content data specified by 
said browser section from the server under the connection method selected by said 
protocol conti'ol section: 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

5. (Currently Amended) A fte-content retrieval device for retrieving content data 
from a server via a communication network, according to claim 1 . wherein the server is 
capable of separately transmitting is op e rabl e to ti'ansmit a content header including a file 
attribute of tbe-content dat a in addition to th e cont e nt data , said device comprising: 

said content reti^i e val d e vic e furth e r compri se s a connection information 
management section operable to manage a connection information table which includes a 
description of a suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the 
content data:; 

a_said-browser section is-operable to generate a first retrieval request specifying 
locational information of the-content data to be retrieved presently;^ 

a_said-protocol control section is-operable to generate , upon reception of tho first 
retri e val r e quest gen e rated by said browser section, a second retrieval request for 
retrieving only a content header of the content data specified in the first retrieval request, 
upon reception of the first retrieval request generated by said browser section: and 

a_said-communication control section is-operable to receive the content header 
specified in the second retrieval request generated by said protocol control section, and 
wherein 
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said protocol control section is further is-operable to selec t, prior to reception of 
the content data, a suitable connection method for the content data specified by said 
browser section feem-among a plurality of connection methods by using a multi-call 
function, by extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute 
included in the content header received by said communication control section fi-om said 
connection information management sectionv^ 

said communication control section is further operable to receive the content data 
specified by said browser section fi-om the server under the connection method selected 
by said protocol control section, and 

the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection method and 
a circuit switching connection method. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) Tfe^A.content retrieval method for receiving content data 
from a server via a communication network, according to claim 6. wherein the content 
data includes locational information of each of sub-content data which is linked to the 
content data and a connection method which is suitable for each of the sub-content data, 
said method comprising: 

said generating of the content retrieval reque s t e xtracts e xtracting the locational 
information and the connection method information of each of the sub-content data by 
analyzing the received content data, and then g e n e rate s generating a eenteft^retrieval 
request specifying the locational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved 
presently;7«id 

s aid s e lecting of the suitabl e conn e ction method s e l e ct s selecting, prior to 
reception of the sub-content data, a suitable connection method for the sub-content data 
specified in the retrieval request from among a plurality of connection methods by using 
a multi-call function, based on the connection method information extracted by"in.said 
g e nerating of the content r e trieval r o quost extracting of tiie locational information and the 
comiection method information; and r 
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receivinR. from the server, the content data specified to be received presently in 
said generating of the retrieval request under the connection method selected in said 
selecting of the suitable connection method: 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

8. (Currently Amended) The-A^content retrieval method for retrieving content data 
from a server via a communication network, according to claim 6. wherein the content 
data includes locational information and a file attribute of each of sub-content data which 
is linked to the content data, said method comprising: 

managing a connection information table which includes a description of a 
suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data; is 
manag e d in advanc e , 

said g e n e rating of th e content r e tri e val r e quest extracts extracting a set of the 
locational information and the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing 
the received content data, and holds holding the set as internal information, and then 
generates generating a eoHten^retrieval request specifying the locational information of 
the sub-content data to be retrieved presently;^ and 

said selecting of the suitabl e connection method selects a suitabl e connection 
m e thod from among a plurality of connection metliods by, receiving, upon reception of 
the cont e nt retrieval request generated by-in_said step-generating of the cont e nt retrieval 
request, r e c e iving the exti'acted file attribute pairing with the locational information of the 
sub-content data specified in the cont e nt retrieval request, from said st e p generating of 
th e cont e nt retri e val r e quest, and th e n e xtracting selecting, from among a plurality of 
connection methods by using a multi-call function, the suitable connection method from 
the connection information table pairing v^th the extracted file attribute; r e ceived from 
said step generating of the content retri e val r e quest from the conn e ction information 
table. 

wherein the cormection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 
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9. (Currently Amended) ?%e-A_content retrieval method for retrieving content data 
from a server via a communication network, according to claim 6. wherein locational 
information is allocated to the content data for indicating a storage location of the content 
data in the server, part of the locational information representing a feature of the content 
data, said method comprising: 

managing a connection information table which includes a description of a 
suitable connection method in association with the feature of the content data; is manag e d 
in advanc e , and 

generating a retrieval request specifying locational information of content data to 
be retrieved presently; 

said s e l e cting of th e suitabl e conn e ction method selects a s uitable connection 
m e thod from among a pluralit>^ of connection modes by j eceiving, upon reception of the 
eentent-retrieval request generated by-in_said generating of the eentent-retrieval request,_a 
extracting th e suitable cormection method pairing with the part of the locational 
information included in the cont e nt retrieval request from the cormection information 
table , and selecting, prior to reception of the content data, a suitable connection method 
for the content data specified by the retrieval request from among a plurality of 
connection methods by using a multi-call function based on the received suitable 
connection method from the connection information table; T 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

10. (Currently Amended) ¥be-A_content retrieval method for retrieving content data 
from a server via a communication network, according to claim 6. wherein the server is 
operable to separately transmit a content header including a file attribute of the content 
data^ in addition to the cont e nt data, said method comprising: 

managing a connection information table including which includes a description 
of a suitable cormection method in association with the file attribute of the content data; 
is manag e d in advance; 

wh e r e in said m e thod fmth e r comprises: 
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generating a first retrieval request specifying iocational information of the content 
data to be retrieved presently: 

generating, upon reception of the cont e nt first retrieval requested generated fe^in 
said generating of the first content retrieval request, a header- second retrieval request for 
retrieving only a content header of the content data specified in the cont e nt first retrieval 
request; bb4 

receiving , from the server, the content header specified in the header-second 
retrieval request generated fe^iiLsaid generating of the headef -second retrieval request; 
and from the serv e r; and 

wherein said s e l e cting of the suitable conn e ction method selects selecting, prior to 
reception of the content data, a suitable coimection method for the content data specified 
in the first retrieval request from among a plurality of cormection methods by using a 
multi-call fianction, by extracting the suitable cormection method pairing with the file 
attribute included in the content header received by-in said receiving of the content 
header from the connection information table;T 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording mediimi on which a 
program is recorded for retrieving content data from a sei-ver via a communication 
network, according to claim 1 L wherein the content data includes Iocational information 
of each of sub-content data which is linked to the content data and a connection method 
which is suitable for each of the sub-content data, said program being operable to 
perform a method comprising: 

said generating of the content r e trieval r e qu e st e xtracts extracting t he Iocational 
information and the coimection method information of each of the sub-content data by 
analyzing the received content data, and then g e n e rat e s generating a cont e nt retrieval 
request specifying the Iocational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved 
presentlyiy-and 
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s aid s e lecting of the suitabl e connection method selects selecting, prior to 
reception of the sub-content data, a suitable connection method for the sub-content data 
specified in the retrieval request from among a plurality of connection methods by using 
a multi-call function, based on the connection method information extracted b^in said 
g e nerating of th e cont e nt retrieval r e qu e st. extracting of the locational information and the 
connection method information; and 

receiving, from the server, the content data specified to be received presently in 
said generating of the retrieval request under the connection method selected in said 
selecting of the suitable connection method: 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching method. 

13. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium on which a 
program is recorded for retrieving content data from a server via a communication 
network, according to claim 1 1. wherein the content data includes locational information 
and a file attribute of each of sub-content data which is linked to the content data, said 
program being operable to perform a method comprising: 

managing a connection information table which includes a description of a 
suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data; is 
managed in advance, 

said g e n e rating of the cont e nt r e trieval r e quest e xtracts extracting a set of the 
locational information and the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing 
the received content data, and holds holding the set as intemal information, and then 
g e n e rat e s generating a content retrieval request specifying the locational information of 
the sub-content data to be retrieved presently;^ and 

said selecting of the suitable connection m e thod sel e ct s a s uitable connection 
m e thod from among a plurality of connection m e thods bv. receiving. upon reception of 
the cont e nt retrieval request generated by-irLsaid step-generating of the cont e nt retrieval 
request, r e c e iving the extracted file attribute pairing with the locational information 
specified in the cont e nt retrieval request^ from said st e p g e n e rating of the content retrieval 
r e qu e st, and th e n e xtractin g selecting. from among a plurality of connections methods by 
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using a multi-call flinction. the suitable connection method from the connection 
information table p airing with the extracted file attribute: received from said step 
gen e rating of th e content r e trieval request from th e conn e ction information table, 

w^herein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching coimection method. 

14. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium on which a 
program is recorded for retrieving content data from a ser\^er via a communication 
network.^ according to claim 1 L wherein locational information is allocated to the content 
data for indicating a storage location of the content data in the server, part of the 
locational information representing a feature of the content data, said program being 
operable to perform a method comprising: 

managing a connection information table which includes a description of a 
suitable connection method in association with the feature of the content data; is manag e d 
in advanc e , and 

said s e l e cting of the suitabl e conn e ction m e thod sel e cts a suitabl e conn e ction 
method from among a plurality of conn e ction modes bv. r eceiving, upon reception of the 
cont e nt retrieval request generated by-in said generating of the cont e nt retrieval request,_a 
extracting th e suitable coimection method pairing with the part of the locational 
information included in the content retrieval request firom the connection information 
table , and selecting prior to reception of the content data, a suitable connection method 
for the content data specified by the retrieval request fi:om among a plurality of 
connection methods by using a multi-call function based on the received suitable 
connection information from the connection information table;T 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

15. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium on which a 
program is recorded for retrieving content data fi^om a server via a communication 
network, according to claim 1 1 , wherein the server is operable to sepai'ately transmit a 
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content header including a file attribute of content data, in addition to the content 
data rsaid program being operable to perform a method comprising: 

managing a connection information table including which includes a description 
of a suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data; 
is managed in advance; 

wh e r e in said m e thod furth e r comprises: 

generating a first retrieval request specifying locational information of the content 
data to be retrieved presently: 

generating, upon reception of the eenteirt -first retrieval requested generated by-in 
said generating of the cont e nt first retrieval request, a headet ^second retrieval request for 
retrieving only a content header of the content data specified in the content first retrieval 
request; and 

receivin g, from the server, the content header specified in the feeader^second 
retrieval request generated b^in said generating of the header -second retrieval request; 
from th e server; and 

wh e r e in said s e l e cting of th e suitabl e connection m e thod s e lects selecting, prior to 
reception of the content data, a suitable connection method for the content data specified 
in the first retrieval request from among a plurality of connection methods by using a 
multi-call fimction. by extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the file 
attribute included in the content header received by-in said receiving of the content 
header fi-om the connection information table:T 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A signal operable to execute a computer to perform a 
method of retrieving content data from a sei^ver via a communication network. 

A program according to claim 16, wherein the content data includes locational 
information of each of sub-content data which is linked to the content data and a 
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connection method which is suitable for each of the sub-content data, said method 
comprising: 

said generating of the cont e nt rotrieval reque s t extracts extracting the locational 
information and the connection method information of each of the sub-content data by 
analyzing the received content data, and then g e n e rat e s generating a cont e nt retrieval 
request specifying the locational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved 
presently;^ and 

said sel e cting of th e suitabl e conn e ction m e thod sel e cts selecting, prior to 
reception of the sub-content data a suitable connection method for the sub-content data 
specified in the retrieval request irom among a plurality of connection methods by using 
a multi-call function, based on the connection method information extracted by^in_said 
gen e rating of th e content r e trieval r e quest extracting of the locational infomiation and 
connection method information: T 

wherein the connection metliod is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

18. (Currently Amended) A signal operable to execute a computer to perform a 
method of retrieving content data from a server via a communication network, 
A program according to claim 16, wherein the content data includes locational 
information and a file attribute of each of sub-content data which is linked to the content 
data, said method comprising: 

managing a connection information table which includes a description of a 
suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data; is 
manag e d in advance, 

said gen e rating of the content r e tri e val requ e st extracts extracting a set of the 
locational information and the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing 
the received content data^ and holds holding the set as internal information, and then 
g e n e rat e s generating a eofiten^retrieval request specifying the locational information of 
the sub-content data to be retrieved presently;^ and 

said s e l e cting of the suitable coim e ction m e thod s e lects a s uitabl e connection 
method from among a plurality of connection m e thods bv, receiving, upon reception of 
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the content retrieval request generated b^in said step-generating of the content retrieval 
request, receiving t he extracted file attribute pairing with the locational information of the 
sub-content data specified in the cont e nt retrieval request ^from said s t e p generating of 
th e content r e trieval r e qu e st, and then extractin g selecting. from among a pluralitv of 
connection methods by using a multi-call function, the suitable connection method from 
the connection infonnation table p airing with the extracted file attribute; rec e ived from 
said st e p g e n e rating of th e cont e nt r e tri e \^al r e quest from th e conn e ction information 
tabler 

wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 

19. (Currently Amended) A signal operable to execute a computer to perform a 
method of retrieving content data from a server via a communication network, 
A progi'am according to claim 16, wherein locational infonnation is allocated to the 
content data for indicating a storage location of the content data in the server, part of the 
locational information representing a feature of the content data, said method comprising: 

managing a connection information table which includes a description of a 
suitable connection method in association with the feature of the content data; is manag e d 
in advance, and 

generating a retrieval request specifying locational information of content data to 
be retrieved presently: 

said s e l e cting of th e suitabl e coim e ction m e thod s e l e cts a suitable connection 
m e thod from among a plurality of conn e ction modes by, receiving, upon reception of the 
content retrieval request generated b^in_said generating of the content retrieval request, a 
extracting th e suitable connection method pairing with the part of the locational 
information included in the content retrieval request from the connection information 
table , and selecting, prior to reception of the content data, a suitable connection method 
for the content data specified by the retrieval request from among a plurality of 
connection methods by using a multi-call function based on the received suitable 
comiection method fi"om the connection information table: 7 
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wherein the connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method, 

20. (Currently Amended) A signal operable to execute a computer to perform a 
method of retrieving content data from a server via a communication network. 
A program according to claim 16, wherein the server is operable to transmit a content 
header including a file attribute of content data in addition to the content data, said 
method comprising: 

managing a connection information table including which includes a description 
of a suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data; 
is managed in advance; 

wh e rein said m e thod further comprises: 

generating a first retrieval request specifying locational information of the content 
data to be retrieved presently: 

generating, upon reception of the eentent- first retrieval requested generated hy-m 
said generating of the cont e nt first retrieval request, a header -second retrieval request for 
retrieving only a content header of the content data specified in the cont e nt first retrieval 
request; and 

receiving , from tlie server, the content header specified in the header- second 
retrieval request generated by-in_said generating of the beade ^second retrieval request; 
and from tlie serv e r: and 

wh e rein said s e l e cting of th e suitabl e comi e ction method selects selecting, prior to 
reception of the content data, a suitable connection method for the content data specified 
in the first retrieval request from among a plurality of connection methods by using a 
multi-call function, by extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the file 
attribute included in the content header received b^in said receiving of the content 
header from the connection information table. 

wherein tlie connection method is either one of a packet switching connection 
method and a circuit switching connection method. 
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